
 
 
 
 
TO:    Mr. Larry Lahr 
  President, Allan Hancock College Board of Trustees 
 
COPIES TO: Board of Trustees 
 
FROM:  Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D.  
 
DATE:  Jan. 8, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Superintendent/President Report 
 

Hancock Conversations Podcast 
This week marked the debut of the college’s first official podcast. Hancock 
Conversations celebrates the stories behind the people and places that 
help make our college the unique and vibrant hub for learning that it is 
today. You can listen to our very first episode, which features my interview 
with Trustee Zacarías, here.  We will release new episodes on the first and 
third Tuesday of each month. In addition to listening on our website, you 
can also listen, download, and subscribe to the podcast on Spotify and 
iTunes. 

 
 
 AHC LEA Graduate Name SMPD Chief  
Hancock would like to congratulate to Marc Schneider on his 
appointment as chief of the Santa Maria Police Department. Schneider is 
a Hancock alum who graduated from our administration of justice 
program and the AHC Law Enforcement Academy. Like many of our 
public safety graduates, Chief Schneider continues to use the training and 
skills he learned at Hancock to keep his community safe.  
 
 

 
Community Education Students Featured in Photography 
Exhibit 
Photography students from our Community Education program 
are showcasing their talent via an online exhibit hosted by the 
Wildling Museum of Art and Nature in Solvang. The virtual 
exhibit is a collaboration between the museum and Community 
Education instructor Michael Messina’s photography class. The 
exhibit features student photography depicting nature and 
wildlife scenes. Their work was created as both Messina and his 
students adapted to online learning amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. You can view the exhibit here. 
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https://hancockcollege.edu/podcast/
https://www.noozhawk.com/article/santa_maria_new_police_chief_marc_schneider_20210101
https://wildlingmuseum.org/news/allan-hancock-college-looking-beyond-the-pandemic


 
Save the Dates: (*indicates new events added in this week’s update)  

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 
*Tues, Jan. 12 5 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting Online (virtual) 
*Fri, Jan. 15 9 a.m. All Staff Day Online (virtual) 
Tues, Jan. 19 All Day Spring Classes Begin SM campus, LVC 
*Wed. Feb. 10 TBD Bulldog Bow-WOW Online (virtual) 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
TO:    Mr. Larry Lahr 
  President, Allan Hancock College Board of Trustees 
 
COPIES TO: Board of Trustees 
 
FROM:  Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D.  
 
DATE:  Dec. 18, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Superintendent/President Report 
 

Dr. Suzanne Levy Sworn In 
I had the distinct pleasure of swearing in Dr. Suzanne Levy as a 
new trustee for Allan Hancock College.  Suzanne is a former 
employee of the college, serving both as a faculty member and 
a grants administrator until 2003.  She comes to us with a long 
history of community service, including as a member of the 
PCPA Foundation Board (she will now return to that role as the 
AHC Board representative to the PCPA Foundation).  We’re 
excited for Suzanne to join us and look forward to her joining 
our efforts to Change the Odds for our community! 

 
 
Andy Densmore Retirement  
Longtime AHC Fire Academy Coordinator Andy Densmore 
retired after giving his last address to graduating cadets of 
academy Battalion 146 last week. Densmore dedicated 
more than 30 years to the academy and has helped 
prepare hundreds of highly-skilled firefighters who 
represent the programs as they work for fire agencies 
across the state of California. You can read more about the 
great work Andy has done here. 
 

 
 
Angel Tree Drive-Through Gift Event 
Our digital Angel Tree gift drive was a resounding success this year. Generous 
donors helped provide more than 200 children with gifts this year. The gifts 
were distributed to the children of EOPS/CARE/NextUp and CalWORKs 
students and to the children of Hancock Veterans, Dreamers, LAP, Non-credit, 
and formally incarcerated students. Families were able to pick up their gifts at 
a safe and socially-distanced drive-though event on Dec. 12. 
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https://www.hancockcollege.edu/news/newsreleases/12-16-2020%20Suzanne%20Levy%20New%20Trustee.php
https://www.hancockcollege.edu/news/newsreleases/12-18-2020%20Andy%20Densmore%20Retires.php


 
 
Changing The Odds For Omar  
Omar and his family attended Hancock’s Food Share Event last month. 
While his family was able to get food, Omar lost his vest. Our helpful Food 
Share staff looked for the vest but were unable to find it. After taking down 
his contact information, our amazing food share staff decided to buy Omar 
a new vest as the winter weather continued to grow colder. This is yet 
another example of how our Food Share staff and volunteers continue to go 
above and beyond to help change the odds for people in our community. 
 
 

Student Ambassadors Gift 
The great work our Student Ambassadors have been doing at our 
Food Share because We Care events has not gone unnoticed. A 
faculty member, who wished to remain unnamed, gave each of our 
21 student ambassadors a holiday that included, to their delight 
and surprise, a $100 bill! Once again it is heartening to see our 
Hancock family support step up and support each other this holiday 
season. 
 

 
 
Save the Dates: (*indicates new events added in this week’s update)  

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 
*Dec. 23-25 All Day College Closed for Holiday SM campus, LVC 
*Dec. 31 All Day College Closed for Holiday SM Campus, LVC 
Tues, Jan. 19 All Day Spring Classes Begin SM campus, LVC 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
TO:    Mr. Larry Lahr 
  President, Allan Hancock College Board of Trustees 
 
COPIES TO: Board of Trustees 
 
FROM:  Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D.  
 
DATE:  Dec. 10, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Superintendent/President Report 
 

Festival of Lights 
Student Activities and our student ambassadors helped our 
community get into the holiday spirit by participating in the 2020 
Santa Maria Fairpark Festival of Lights. The ambassadors decorated 
one of the Hancock Fire Academy engines with hundreds of holiday 
lights. Members of the community were able to see this festive 
display celebrating Hancock’s Centennial as they participated in this 
drive-through event. 
 

 
 
Chick-fil-A Scholarship Donation  
Chick-fil-A at Enos Ranch established a new scholarship with a 
$10,000 donation to the Allan Hancock College Foundation on 
Dec.7. The scholarship will be available to students who work for 
the local branch of the restaurant starting in fall 2021. Hancock 
thanks Chick-fil-A at Enos Ranch and its owner and operator, 
Joey Hickox, for this generous donation. 
 
 
 

Public Safety Graduations 
Hancock continued the critical mission of training the next generation 
of frontline public servants by graduating new cadets from its custody, 
law enforcement, emergency medical services, and fire academies 
this week. Each program celebrated with a safe and socially-distanced 
ceremony outside the Public Safety Training Complex in Lompoc. 
Family and friends were able to watch the ceremonies from their 
vehicles or live on the college’s YouTube Channel. 
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https://www.youtube.com/user/AllanHancockCollege


 
Nursing Graduation  
Hancock also hosted a contactless, drive-up graduation ceremony for 66 
nursing graduates. This graduating class included 32 registered nursing 
students and 34 licensed nursing students. Family and friends were able 
to watch the ceremony from their vehicles, and the event was also 
streamed live online. You can watch a video of the graduation 
ceremony here. 
 
 
 
 
Save the Dates: (*indicates new events added in this week’s update)  

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 
Mon, Dec. 14 All Day Winter Classes Start SM campus, LVC 
Tues, Jan. 19 All Day Spring Classes Begin SM campus, LVC 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0w23xhN0zmo&app=desktop


 
 
 
 
TO:    Mr. Larry Lahr 
  President, Allan Hancock College Board of Trustees 
 
COPIES TO: Board of Trustees 
 
FROM:  Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D.  
 
DATE:  Dec. 4, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Superintendent/President Report 
 

Bulldog Bound Videos 
This week, Hancock released four Bulldog Bound activity videos. 
The videos allow local children, their teachers, and parents to 
watch demonstrations and participate in hands-on activities 
taught by Hancock faculty. The videos were sent to local 
elementary school teachers and are also available on Hancock’s 
YouTube page free of charge. We hope to add additional videos 
in February and March of 2021. 
 
 

 
CoastHills Credit Union Donation 
On Dec. 1, CoastHills Credit Union generously donated $3,000 to 
support the AHC Student Emergency Fund. This money will allow 
Hancock to continue to change the odds for our community 
during the pandemic by providing in-need students with funds 
for food, housing, medical or transportation expenses, and other 
basic needs.  
 
 
 

Study-A-Thon 
We are helping students prepare for their finals with on-campus and 
virtual Study-A-Thon events. Students were invited to access faculty 
and tutors at safe and socially distanced Study-A-Thons outside the 
Mechanics Bank Student Center, or virtually through Zoom. Both the 
in-person and virtual Study-A-Thon events will continue through Dec. 
8  
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http://www.hancockcollege.edu/promise/bulldogbound


Virtual Promise Workshops 
Hancock is inviting local high school seniors to help 
get started on their path to receive the Hancock 
Promise with a series of virtual workshops on Dec. 
1-9. Participating students will get the opportunity 
to meet with a Hancock staff member apply for the 
Spring semester, and begin the steps to get their 
first year at Hancock tuition and fee-free through 
the Promise. This year, we are also offering a book 
vouchers for up to $200 for students who apply and 
finish the first four steps of the Hancock Promise 
process. 
 
 
 

Food Share Video 
The informative video about Hancock’s Food Share 
Because We Care program has not only garnered 
thousands of views on social media but was also 
featured during the kick-off of the #RealCollegeCalifornia 
Basic Needs Summit. This year’s virtual summit focused 
on discussing how California Community Colleges can 
come together to network and learn how best to serve 
our students with the greatest needs during a pandemic. 
The summit included workshops and panel 
presentations covering topics such as food security, 
housing, remote learning technology, fundraising efforts, 
and community partnerships. 

 
 
 
Nursing and PSTC Graduations 
Hancock will be celebrating new graduating classes from our nursing 
and public safety programs next week. Our CORE, Law Enforcement, 
EMS, and fire academies will hold live-streamed virtual graduation 
ceremonies on Dec. 8, Dec. 9, Dec. 10, and Dec. 11 respectively. We 
will also host a drive-up graduation and pinning ceremony for our AHC 
nursing program outside building B on Dec. 10 from 2-4 p.m. The 
nursing graduation ceremony will also be live-streamed on our 
YouTube page. 
 
 
 
 
Save the Dates: (*indicates new events added in this week’s update)  

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 
Tues, Dec 8 10:30 a.m. CORE Graduation Virtual 
Wed, Dec. 9 10:30 a.m. Law Enforcement Graduation Virtual 
Thur, Dec. 10 9 a.m.  EMS Graduation Virtual 
Thur Dec. 10 2 p.m. Nursing Graduation SM campus, Virtual 
Fri, Dec. 11 10 a.m. Fire Academy Graduation Virtual 
Mon, Dec. 14 All Day Winter Classes Start SM campus, LVC 
Tues, Jan. 19 All Day Spring Classes Begin SM campus, LVC 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/AllanHancockCollege
https://www.youtube.com/user/AllanHancockCollege
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lpi5VfAQceI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JU2M2_imGo4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcNc1_6WD3M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0w23xhN0zmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvcadXwcO0A
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